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DUTIES BILL 2007 
Third Reading 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Treasurer) [1.52 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
In moving that motion, I thank the expert staff from the Office of State Revenue who have worked very hard and 
expertly on developing this package. 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [1.53 pm]: The Treasurer forgot to thank the experts in the opposition for their 
assistance also. I am glad to see that we are still playing a bit of partisan politics. However, we also thank the 
experts from Treasury, so at least there were two lots of experts in the process. 
The Treasurer has put forward, for the most part, a good bill. The Treasurer came up with what were some 
modest and acceptable amendments that were required to facilitate the working of the bill, and they were happily 
passed by the opposition. The opposition came up with some modest and acceptable amendments to the bill that 
provided for modest and acceptable tax cuts to Western Australian people—these were modest to the point of 
being embarrassingly modest, because they were miniscule tax cuts to hand back some of that hard-gouged tax 
that this Carpenter Labor government takes from the landholders of Western Australia and pockets for its future 
electoral largesse. Our amendments would have given just a fraction of that back. We offered the government an 
increase in the thresholds for conveyance duty, which had not been altered since 1982. Those thresholds were 
put in place when people could buy a reasonable house in Perth for $50 000 or $60 000 but which would now 
cost 10 times that price. There has been a massive increase in prices and a massive windfall in conveyance duty 
revenue for the government. We asked for just a smidgen to be returned—just the tiniest amount—to give hope 
to the landholders of Western Australia. 
Mr R.F. Johnson: And what did the government say? 
Dr S.C. THOMAS: It said no. 
Mr R.F. Johnson: Shame on it! 
Dr S.C. THOMAS: It was rejected out of hand. We offered a miserly 20 per cent increase in the thresholds, 
compared with an 800 to 1 000 per cent increase in the price of land since 1982, only to have it thrown back in 
our faces and the faces of the people of Western Australia. Having been subjected to that, we offered the 
government a 15 per cent increase in the thresholds—much more modest—from $70 million a year, in an era in 
which the government is about to accumulate an extra half a billion dollars a year in mining royalties, down to 
$60 million a year. That was a little more modest and a little more embarrassing, but still the government 
rejected it. Shame and disgrace! We were told that anything less than a 20 per cent increase in the thresholds 
would really be a joke. The state tax review said that the thresholds were the number one reform issue for 
taxation in Western Australia—the number one issue that the government’s own report identified as a need for 
Western Australia. We offered the government a paltry 10 per cent increase, at a cost of $30 million a year. That 
is nothing compared with the $500 million a year extra windfall that the government receives in mining 
royalties. It would result in a saving on a $400 000 house of some — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms K. Hodson-Thomas): Members, there are an awful lot of conversations going 
on around the chamber. If for no-one other than the Hansard reporter, I wonder whether members could limit 
those conversations or remove themselves from the chamber. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. I will attempt to speak more firmly and loudly so that 
no-one will be in any doubt about what I am saying. As the member for Bunbury says, they are very modest 
rebates on a $400 000 house. The opposition was asking the government to give back about $408 extra on a 
$400 000 house, and the answer from this grasping government, this government that is in the process of 
blowing the boom and this government that is mismanaging the economic future of Western Australia was a flat 
no. That is a shame and a taint that this government will take into the next election, and we will make sure that 
the community of Western Australia remembers the parsimonious principles of, and the gouging of the Western 
Australian taxpayer by, the Carpenter Labor government. 
Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


